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LACAP Inmates Honour Women 
  

On Monday August 9
th
, while most South Africans were still 

busy enjoying their long weekend, the GRCF staff found 

themselves on the way to prison once again.  It was Women’s 

Day and LACAP members – all inmates in Losperfontein 

Maximum who have committed to change and now spend 

their time trying to fight crime, poverty and gangsterism from 

within prison walls – had planned an event meant to increase 

awareness of crimes against women as well as attempt to 

make amends to women that had been victims of such crimes. 

 

The day was emotional above all else, and featured moving 

testimonies from both victims and perpetrators.  The three 

inmate speeches came from LACAP members: Tumelo, who 

was sentenced to 22 years for killing his daughter; Ivan, who 

had a history of anger issues and was sentenced to life for 

having killed his wife; and Justice who had been convicted of 

serial rape.  While each crime is a terrible one and each of the 

3 inmates now profoundly and deeply regret what they have 

done, they know they cannot take back their crimes and are 

trying to make some sort of amends through apologizing, 

confessing, making others aware and giving back to the 

community.  Each of the three cried as they testified and the 

honesty was startling.  The victims’ testimonies and their 

immense bravery for attending such an event also moved the 

audience to tears at several moments. The intense emotions 

of the day were made slightly lighter through the various 

dance and song performances put on by the inmates. 

 

In attendance were many different NGOs, businesses, 

government representatives, community members and 

students, and the prison courtyard where events are normally 

held was completely filled with people.  We were surprised to 

even see the brother of deceased artist Lucky Dube, Richard, 

in attendance. Efforts were made to recognize the 

extraordinary efforts of women in fighting crime and

supporting correctional reform.  For most in attendance the 

event was hugely eye-opening.  To see victims and 

perpetrators standing side by side, displaying the courage of 

both apologizing and forgiving is one of the finest examples of 

the unlimited potential for love that we humans are capable of. 

 

Sometimes inspiration comes from the most unlikely of places. 

GRCF is continually inspired by the LACAP members and

their deep determination to set right what they had done in the 

past – despite the fact that most of them will never step foot 

outside prison again. We are highly excited by the possibility 

of the Halfway House plans soon coming to fruition as well.  

We are also inspired by the multitudes of people that work in 

prisons to ensure that reform does happen and that needed 

help is received for positive change. We are most inspired 

however by the ability of victims, including some of GRCF’s 

own staff, to understand, forgive and open their hearts to 

helping those that have hurt them in the past.  
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Ke Rona: Arts & Environment 
 
You may recall our Ke Rona project which started a few 
months ago thanks to the generous donation made by the 
National Lottery.  The first phase concentrated on putting local 
performers on official World Cup stages and was a huge 
success – empowering our communities, as well as allowing 
local artists to gain experience and exposure. Now however, 
we are ready to take the next steps! 
 
Environmental project set to begin 
 

The environmental phase of Ke Rona is focused on removing 
alien vegetation from Bojanala.  Many alien species demand 
much more water than the local vegetation and are often 
better at getting it.  This means that some of these species 
have started to out-compete the local plant life and are 
changing the face of the bushveld. This is dangerous as it
artificially threatens the natural balance of the ecosystem,
leading to extinction of local plant and animal life.  During the 
alien plant removal process the GRCF will not only help 
preserve the natural environment, we will also be creating 
jobs – both through those employed to remove the vegetation 
as well as those who will be empowered to make furniture and 
crafts from the alien plants.  We will be aided by UNISA’s 
Geography Department as well as the Department of 
Agriculture on this project. It is all part of the holistic approach 
to socio-economic development that GRCF so strongly 
believes in, and we are excited to get started! 
 
Song competition soon to be launched 
 

Also part of the Ke Rona project is a continuation of the arts 
and culture portion that was started during the World Cup.  As 
a result of the interest and feedback we received for our 
performers we will soon be launching a song competition for 
local artists. We will be compiling the top songs into a CD and 
will have a wonderful prize for the top artists.  We hope this 
will bring further recognition to some of the incredibly talented 
artists in the Rustenburg region. More details coming soon! 

 

Other News and What’s Next 
 

There is a lot on the schedule in the next few weeks

and we are gearing up for a busy month. We are also

asking that everyone save the date of October 29 for 

GRCF’s 10
th
 Year Anniversary Party. More details 

coming soon! 

 

A lot has also happened in the past month and we

would like to report on this as well: 

• GRCF is always committed to training and 

development of its own staff, and as a result 

4 of our staff recently attended Food 

Security and Dynamic Facilitation 

workshops at Tlholego Eco Village. 

• A big THANK YOU goes out to North West 

Parks and Tourism board, who have donated

R 16,000 to help contribute to our next ABCD 

training in the Bojanala region which will 

also take place in September. 

 

Some of what we are looking forward to in 

September: 

• Freedom Park ABCD – one of Rustenburg

city’s informal settlements will receive ABCD 

empowerment training, helping them drive 

their own development. For GRCF it will be 

our first urban ABCD and an exciting 

learning opportunity. 

• Grantmaking in two communities – Koster 

and Derby – which are finally ready for a 

financial intervention 6 months following 

ABCD training. These communities have 

dedicated groups of individuals working on a 

range of projects including gardening, 

chicken coops, recycling, computer skills 

training, beadwork, and many more! 

GRCF: FACILITATING GRASS-

ROOTS DEVELOPMENT 
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ABCD participants hard at work on their vegetable 
garden in Reagile, near Koster 

 

 


