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Dr MJ Linington – Executive Dean of the 

Department of Agriculture and Environmental 

Sciences 

Ms Nicolau, Chair of the Department of Geography; 

members of the Coady Institute of St Francis Xavier 

University, Canada; members of the Greater 

Rustenburg Community Foundation and Community 

members; members of the Department of 

Geography, College of Agriculture and 

Environmental sciences and the wider University 

community; distinguished guests, ladies and 

gentlemen, friends, good morning. On behalf of 

Prof Pityana, the Principle and Vice Chancellor, 

Prof. Makhanya and the Pro Vice Chancellor and 

Prof Mare the Vice Principle academic – I greet you. 

It is a great honour and a great pleasure for me to open the symposium this 

morning. The theme of the symposium ‘Back to the ABCD's: “Creating an enabling 

environment for sustainable social and economic development at grassroots level 

through community driven initiatives'” is the theme close to the heart of this 

University and close to the heart of this college. UNISA is the oldest university in 

South Africa having been established 135 years ago. It started as an examining 

body and gave rise to many regional colleges which have since become universities 

in their own right. In fact 80% of South African universities started off as UNISA 

colleges. After World War II the University initiated distance education as a means 

to educate, train and empower the returning soldiers while they worked. It was 

the first University to embark on distance education courses. In 2004 the University 

underwent another metamorphosis to become a comprehensive open and distance 

learning University. 

The University created five colleges rather than faculties to reflect the 

comprehensive and interdisciplinary nature of the new University. These colleges 

are:  

   The College of Law 

   The College of Economic and Management Sciences 

   The College of Human Sciences 

   The College of Science Engineering and Technology 

                               The College of Agriculture and Environmental Sciences 



It was a strategic decision to create two science colleges in order to respond to the 

human resource and skills requirements of the country. 

The new UNISA declared its vision as ‘towards the African University in the service 

of humanity’ thereby declaring its intention not to be an ivory tower but to be a 

University that is relevant and responds to the needs of society and which realises 

that academia in terms of tuition and research is not relevant unless the 

scholarship of community engagement becomes part of the academic endeavour. 

This symposium is an expression of achieving the vision of the University ‘in the 

Service of Humanity’ and therefore the discussions and outcomes of these two days 

are close to the heart of University. 

The College of Agriculture and Environmental Sciences comprises of applied and 

related sciences organised into two schools and four departments. The School of 

Agriculture and Life Sciences focuses on Agriculture, Animal Health, Community 

Extension, Consumer Sciences as well as the Life Sciences like biochemistry, 

physiology, zoology and botany. The School of Environmental Sciences includes 

Geography, Nature Conservation, Ornamental Horticulture and Environmental 

Sciences. The applied sciences lend themselves naturally to improving the life of 

communities. While science, technology and innovation in general, improve the 

lives of all -we live daily with the benefits of science like electricity, cell phones 

and motorcars; the applied sciences have an even greater impact on communities 

through food security, water harvesting, clean environments, creation of 

livelihoods and the conservation of our resources. As a College we have a common 

ethos that draws us together. Imagine for a moment a triangle with community 

needs and resources at the top, on the left-hand side we had natural resources and 

on the right side we have the agricultural resources. This triangle remains 

balanced through the interaction of these three points with sustainable practices 

thus at the heart of all our disciplines is sustainability. We believe that through 

this we can create an external milieu that has sustainable communities and 

livelihoods, sustainable agriculture, and a sustainable environment. (see Figure 1) 

 



Figure 1: A conceptual framework of the academic scholarship ethos of CAES 

 

Academics in the college teach their disciplines on the foundation of sustainability 

not only within their discipline that taking cognizance of the community and the 

resources. It is therefore for the whole college and exciting and welcome event to 

host the symposium together with the Coady Institute and the Greater Rustenburg 

community Foundation. In engaging communities we do not wish to reach down 

from our ivory tower but rather partner with them to assist them through 

community driven initiatives to create sustainable socio-economic development. I 

believe the quote at the back of the program from Tom, a Mathopestat community 

member summarises asset-based community-led and community-driven 

development "we were rich, we just weren't aware of it" 

To partner with the Coady Institute of the St Francis Xavier University is a privilege 

and honour. The Institute was established by the university in 1959, and named for 

Rev. Dr. Moses Coady.  The Coady International Institute works with innovative 

people and organizations to create effective, practical and sustainable solutions to 

reduce global poverty and injustice. Coady accomplishes this through leadership 

education, action partnerships, and research. It is clear that the Institute also 

hands at the core of its mission and academic ethos of in service of humanity. They 

have many years experience and I know we can learn much from them over the 

next two days as well as into the future of this partnership grows.  



Central to today, tomorrow and the future however is the Greater Rustenburg 

Community Foundation and members of the community. According to their website 

a Community Foundation is... 

• A resource mobiliser  

• A steward of public funds  

• An innovative and responsive grant maker  

• A facilitator of community needs  

• A facilitator of diversity, change and transformation  

• A vehicle for philanthropic needs  

• A promoter of sustainable development  

• A creator of hope in a community 

Their vision is to be an acknowledged, responsive facilitator of sustainable 

development, ensuring a stable and prosperous local community, through 

efficiently unlocking and mobilizing resources in order to establish a permanent 

investment fund and to utilize these resources for sustainable development 

through prioritised grant making and capacitating local development agents. The 

GRCF was launched in 2000 as a local, independent philanthropic grant making and 

support organisation. Last year during their 9th Annual Non-Profit Organization 

(NPO) Conference they had a live interactive broadcast from the Coady Institute on 

Asset Based Community Driven Development. And so we are here today to explore 

issues regarding poverty and transformation in South Africa and to celebrate the 

revival community spirit in Mathopestad and to create a platform for grassroots 

development through community driven initiatives. We are here all of us to 

dialogue together to find a common way forward 

 Asset-Based Community-driven Development considers local assets as the primary 

building blocks of sustainable community development. Building on the skills of 

local residents, the power of local associations, and the supportive functions of 

local institutions, asset-based community development draws upon existing 

community strengths to build stronger, more sustainable communities for the 

future. It is about rebuilding communities using their riches. It is an alternative to 

a needs approach and embraces people, their diversity, their potential and 

recognises their individuality and ability as a human to be great.  

It is my privilege therefore to officially open the symposium and to wish you well 

in your conversations as we embark on an exciting new future that is at the heart 

of our collective visions: to build sustainable communities, to facilitate the process 

and to be in the service of humanity. 

I thank you and wish you well. 


